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All stand while the following anthem is said.
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,
even though he die.
And everyone who has life,
and has committed himself to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.
For none of us has life in himself,
and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s possession.
Happy from now on
are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
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Opening Hymn

Amazing Grace

Collects (Standing or Kneeling)
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister, Estelle. We thank
you for giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our
earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to
see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course
on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit of faith and courage, that they may have
strength to meet the days to come with steadfastness and patience; not sorrowing as
those without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful
expectation of eternal life with those they love. And this we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
Please be seated.
First Reading
Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore
I will hope in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. For the Lord will not
reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance
of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
		 I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
		 your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of those
		 who trouble me; *
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you have anointed my head with oil,
		 and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
		 of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Second Reading
Revelations 7:9-17
I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more,
and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of
life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn

Just as I am

Gospel Reading
John 11:21-27
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother
will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
the one coming into the world.’
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Homily		

The Reverend Steven M. Balke, Jr.

The Apostle’s Creed (Please stand.)
In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
		
And is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (Please stand or kneel.)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Leader: For our sister, Estelle, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am
Resurrection and I am Life.”
Leader: Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn
for Estelle, and dry the tears of those who weep.
People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life.
People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the joys of
heaven.
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People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give her
fellowship with all your saints.
People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the table in
your heavenly kingdom.
People: Hear us, Lord.
Leader: Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our faith be our
consolation, and eternal life our hope.
Silence may be kept.
The Celebrant concludes with one of the following prayer
Father of all, we pray to you for Estelle, and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to them
eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May her soul and the souls of all the departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Commendation
Please be seated.
The Presider takes their place at the body.
Celebrant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
People: where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life
everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of
the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the
grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
People: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and
pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
The Presider, facing the body, says
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Estelle. Acknowledge, we
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your
own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
Blessing
Dismissal
Leader: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn

The Old, Rugged Cross

The Committal
Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me;
I will never turn away anyone who believes in me.
He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead
will also give new life to our mortal bodies
through his indwelling Spirit.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
Then, the Celebrant says these words
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we
commend to Almighty God our beloved Estelle and we commit her body to this space; earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.The Lord bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face
to shine upon her and be gracious to her, the Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give
her peace. Amen.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayers
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your servants
so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully
in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies sake. Amen.
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we pray, with all who
mourn; that, casting all their care on you, they may know the consolation of your love; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Celebrant: Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
People: And let light perpetual shine upon her.
Celebrant: May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd
of the Sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen
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Lela Estelle Broxson Allen (Granny) was born in Bancroft, Louisiana on December 19,
1922. She was born at home in one of the only homes at the time to have a wooden floor. She
was the 10th of 11 children born to Emma Stamps Broxson and George Thomas Broxson, and
her Papa’s favorite child. He gave her a horse when she was seven years old, which caused a bit
of jealousy between her and her siblings.

It never occurred to Estelle that she would not be independent after she left home. She graduated from high school (Dequincy High School in Dequincy, Louisiana), got a job at the “dime
store” and put herself through business school in Lake Charles. After the divorce from her first
husband and with a small daughter (Ann) to raise, she went “door-to-door” looking for a job.
She did not have a car, so the only option was to take the bus downtown and walk. She was
hired by Sun Oil Company and retired from there in 1965.
She married C. Joe Allen in 1965 and they sold their home in Beaumont, Texas and moved to
Natchez, Mississippi where they owned an antebellum home and restored it. In 1975 they sold
their home in Natchez and bought back their home in Beaumont. Little did they know that a
few short months later they would inherit a granddaughter (Stephanie) to raise. Seven years
later, her daughter Ann died from cancer.
Estelle enjoyed her own company, working in the flower beds, going to her old home place in
Bancroft, Louisiana and of course, being “granny”.
In Estelle’s own words about her life: “It wasn’t always easy. It had its ups and downs. But it was
definitely a life worth living.”
Estelle departed this earthly life on January 21, 2021 in Beaumont, Texas.
She was preceded in death by her husband, C. Joe Allen, and her daughter Ann Mae Shriver.
She was also preceded in death by her siblings (Penny, Cordie Idell, George, Pearlie, Tom, M.T.,
Minnie, Grace, Gene, and Ludie), their spouses, and several nieces and nephews (Frank, Everett,
Gladys, Joy Vern, Ruby, Rosie, Roy, Ray, Bobbie Jean, Jerry, Sondra, and Wayne).
She is survived by her granddaughters Terri Ann Fulton and Stephanie Estelle Allen and her wife,
Regina K. Lieby; her great-granddaughters Brandi Rein Fulton, Cheyenne Scout Fulton, and Emily
Ann Simmons; her great-great-granddaughters Jaylynn LuRein Castro and Dallas Rayann Wertz,
and her great-great-grandsons Dakoda Lee Wertz and Zane Mehki Castro.
She is also survived by several nieces and nephews: Elmer Broxson (Bonnie Fay), Joyce Mae
McGrew (Ken), Tom Broxson (Pat), Terry Broxson (Jolene), Teresa Franks (Joey), Elena Ruth
Brown (Howard), Larry Wood, Gene Broxson (Corinne), and Bill Dunham (Susan).
She is also survived by her faithful canine companion, Brutus.
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Clergy		
Organist		
Readers		
Usher		
Pallbearers
				
Honorary Pallbearers
				

The Reverend Steven M. Balke, Jr.
Sally Wilson
Jim Johnson, John Goodyear
Bruce Murphree
Larry Wood, Steve Peyton, Marty Longbottom
Donald Mudd, Troy Simmons.
All Saints Episcopal School Class of 1985
Kelly High School Class of 1989

Interment
Magnolia Cemetery
Beaumont, Texas

Please sign Mrs. Allen’s guest book and share your memories at www.broussards1889.com

