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In Preparation
Gospel Selections from Billy’s favorite type of music - Bluegrass

Reading of Billy’s Life Story 
Pastor David Belt

Praise in Music
“You Raise Me Up”     by Josh Groban
“Go Rest High on That Mountain”   by Vince Gill

In Remembrance
Pastor David Belt      
Charlie Jehlen

Praise in Music
“I Can Only Imagine”    by MercyMe

The Lord’s Prayer     
Charlie Jehlen

Announcements     
Lucas Bordages

Recessional
Billy’s Favorite Song
“Takin’ Care of Business”  by Bachman-Turner Overdrive

John 14:27 (NIV)

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Celebrating the Life of
Billy Atkinson

Saturday, February 8, 2020   2:00 p.m.
Broussard’s Chapel
Nederland, Texas
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Billy Ray Atkinson, 71, of Warren, 
died Monday, February 3, 2020, at 
Tyler County Hospital, Woodville. 
He was born on December 17, 1948, 
to Delores Marie Theriot Atkinson 
and W.C. “Bill” Atkinson, Jr. at St. 
Mary Hospital in Port Arthur. He 
grew up in Port Acres, where he 
attended Pease Elementary School. 
He graduated third in his class from 
Stephen F. Austin High School in 1967.   

 In 1968, he joined the U. S. Army and 
attended basic training at Fort Bliss in 

El Paso.  Billy volunteered to go to Vietnam in early 1969 after one of his friends 
was killed there.  The Army decided that he had a critical MOS as an electrician 
and sent him to Alaska to work on the Early Warning missile defense system.  
He served at Fort Richardson in Anchorage and Fort Wainwright in Fairbanks.  
He was also sent to Valdez, Alaska to help rebuild the Army post damaged by 
the 1964 earthquake.  Billy was honorably discharged as a Specialist 4th class in 
late 1970.

Returning home to Port Acres, Billy re-joined the apprenticeship training 
program through IBEW Local 479 in Beaumont.  After four years, Billy turned 
out as a journeyman construction electrician.  This would be his career for the 
next 25 years.  Through Local 479 he worked for numerous local shops usually 
as a foreman or general foreman and sometimes also serving as shop steward.  
In 1994, he hired on at Sunoco Marine Terminal (later Sunoco Logistics) in 
Nederland and worked as a maintenance electrician, an instrument technician, 
and a bunker operator.  Since there were so many people named “Bill” in the 
terminal, each one earned a special nickname.  He became known as “Megabill” 
and this was his favorite nickname.  Billy served as president of Sunoco’s local 
association of workers for several years.  He retired in 2018 with over 24 years 
of service.
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Billy loved to hunt and fish.  He 
was a proud member of the Port 
Acres Sportsman’s Club and 
served on its governing board 
and as President.  His motto 
was, “If it flies, it dies.”   He also 
enjoyed the family “camps” on 
Toledo Bend and Sam Rayburn.  
Another big part of Billy’s life 
was his love for games of chance.  
He was introduced to Bou-ree, 
penny ante poker, and horse 
racing early in his adult life.   He 
later added other variations of 
poker, slot machines, various 
lotteries, and sports betting.

As much as Billy loved his careers, the outdoor life, and gambling, his greatest 
love was his family.  He was so proud to be a member of the Atkinson, Theriot, 
and Romero extended families with deep ties to the Cajun culture. Billy and 
Joannie started dating after he graduated high school and became engaged 
when he came home from the Army.  In 1972, they married and lived in Port 
Acres surrounded by family and friends.  Their son Brad was born in 1975, and 
daughter Jennifer followed in 1977.  The family moved to the Jehlen family farm 
in Warren in 1988.

He is survived by his wife of forty-seven years, Joannie Atkinson; son, Brad 
Atkinson and his wife, Paige; daughter, Jennifer Atkinson Cain and her husband, 
John; grandchildren, Elijah, Seth, Simon, and Eleanor Cain; sister, Renee 
Atkinson Belt and her husband, David; father-in-law, Rex Jehlen; brother-in-
law, Charlie Jehlen and his wife, Sheri; lifelong friend, Wayne Newsom and his 
wife, Marina; and his four-legged buddy, Mack.

Billy was preceded in death by his parents, Delores and Bill Atkinson; mother-
in-law, Nancy Jo Jehlen; brother, Lonnie Atkinson; and granddaughter, Lilliana 
Joy Cain.  
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Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about 
those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, we 
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with 
a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we 
will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another 
with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
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Please sign Mr. Atkinson’s guest book and share your memories at 
broussards1889.com

Pallbearers
John Cain

Paige Atkinson
Derik Atkinson

Chris Jehlen
Charlie Jehlen
Lewis Newsom 

Interment
Memory Gardens of Jefferson County

Nederland, Texas

Military Honors
Southeast Texas Veterans Service Group

Memorial Contributions
The Education Fund for 

Mr. Atkinson’s Grandchildren
in care of Mrs. Joannie Atkinson

P.O. Box 575
Warren, Texas 77664


