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Concerning Christian Funerals
It is good that you have gathered together to join family and 
friends at the funeral service for Rev. Douglas Rathgeber. The 
Bible urges Christians to “rejoice those who rejoice, and weep 
with those who weep.” Death is a time of sadness but the Lord 
also wants you to know that it is a necessity. St. Paul writes, 
“that which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; and 
the grain which you sow is unlike the plant which is to be!” Our 
flesh is mortal and returns to dust, but we look with expectation 
to the day of the resurrection. “We are sown a perishable body, 
we are raised an imperishable body.” We join together during 
this brief service in praise, prayer, and honor to Christ Jesus 
our Redeemer. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 
shall be made alive!”
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Order of Worship

A Celebration of Life
for

Reverend Douglas Rathgeber
THE INVOCATION

HYMN “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”

THE FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN WITNESS

THE PRAYER FOR COMFORT

THE FIRST READING:  Psalm 139:1-18

HYMN “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”

THE EPISTLE:  Ephesians 2:4-10

SOLO         “Amazing Grace” by Hope Msengi

THE GOSPEL:  John 14:1-6

HYMN “For All the Saints”

THE ADDRESS

THE OBITUARY

HYMN “What Child Is This?”

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE BENEDICTION

THE CLOSING HYMN “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
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The Good Shepherd
John 10:14-15

I am the good shepherd. As the Father knows me and I know 
the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they know 
me. And I am willing to die for them.
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Reverend Douglas Dwight 

Rathgeber, 74, died, December 
20, 2018, at home, with his 
loving wife by his side after a 
three year battle with cancer. He 
was born on March 9, 1944, in 
Wichita Falls, Texas, to Carl and 
Laverne (Kuehn) Rathgeber. He 
was baptized into faith on May 
21, 1944, at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Wichita Falls and 
later confirmed his faith on 
March 30, 1958. He graduated 
from Concordia Boys’ High 
School in Austin, Texas, in 
1962; Concordia Junior College 

in Austin, Texas, in 1964; Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, in 1966; and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, in 
1970. 

During his first year at seminary he married Karen Margaret 
Liermann on December 29, 1966, at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Orange, California. Upon graduation from the seminary, he accepted a 
pastoral call to serve St. John Lutheran Church in Selma, Alabama. In 
September 1973, he accepted a pastoral call to serve St. John Lutheran 
Church in Beaumont. He faithfully served the congregation of St. John 
(Beaumont) for over forty-three years where people knew him as 
“Pastor”. Throughout his tenure he served as vacancy pastor for the 
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following Lutheran congregations in the area: Redeemer, Beaumont; 
Grace, Orange; Trinity, Port Arthur; and Hope, Winnie. He served 
many years as LCMS Circuit Counselor and as an advisor to the Circuit 
34 Lutheran Women Missionary League when they hosted the Texas 
District LWML Convention in 2006. He has also served on various 
committees and boards, including the Citizens Advisory Board of the 
Beaumont Police Department.

He enjoyed golfing, hunting, reading, playing cards and dominoes, and 
watching football. 

He is survived by his wife of almost fifty-two years, Karen Liermann 
Rathgeber; daughter, Wendy Rathgeber of Tokyo, Japan; son, Paul 
Rathgeber and his wife, Jackie; grandsons, Jack and Charlie of 
LaVista, Nebraska; brother, Reverend Benjamin Rathgeber and his 
wife, Lois, of Cleburne, Texas; sister, Priscilla Rathgeber Holz and her 
husband, Alan, of Springfield, Virginia; and many nieces, nephews, 
and godchildren. 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” John 14: 6

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so no one may 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
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Please sign Reverend Rathgeber’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Reverend Timothy Dinger, Officiant
The Pastors of Circuit 34, Lectors

Beryle Woolbright, Organist
Hope Msengi, Soloist

Elisante Msengi, Accompanist

Pallbearers
Ernie Erickson

Billy Heiner
Fred Heiner
Tim Kaspar

Seth Kieschnick
Bob Milbrath

Honorary Pallbearers
Weldon Kaspar
Roy Kieschnick
Willie Mueller

Mike Root
Howard Olivier

Memorial Contributions
St. John Lutheran Organ Fund

2955 South Major Drive
Beaumont, Texas 77707


