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Celebrating the Life of
Mark Wayne Whiteley

Satuday, October 12, 2019   10:00 a.m.
Woodcrest United Methodist Church

Lumberton, Texas

Words of Grace	 Pastor Charles Jordan

Special Music                     “Beulah Land”	 Clayton Caywood

Scripture		        Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Prayer

Celebration of the life of Mark Whiteley
                                      Sam Parigi

Jason Whiteley
   
      
Special Music           “In the Garden” Melody	 Mike Westbrook
 

Scripture	                            Psalm 23

Words of Comfort: The Hope We Have in Christ

Prayer

Hymn                                    “I’ll Fly Away”	 Clayton Caywood
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Mark Wayne Whiteley, 70, of 
Lumberton, was called home on 
Sunday, October 6, 2019. Mark 
was born on June 23, 1949, in 
Longview, Texas, to Paula and 
J.B. Whiteley II. Mark, along with 
his siblings Johnnie and Jennifer, 
moved half a dozen times across 
the great state of Texas in support 
of his father’s career as an 
educator. As a result, Mark knew 
well the places and people of East 
Texas from Bryan to Beaumont 
and, more frequently than not, 
had a story about an elementary 
school friendship, football game 
or obscure fact for many of the 
towns in the piney woods.

Mark’s travels eventually saw him enroll in Texas A&M, where he 
joined the Corps of Cadets and began his studies as a Civil Engineer. 
Regrettably, Mark was unable to pursue his dream of flying for the 
Air Force when he failed to pass the medical qualification due to his 
astigmatism. Devastated at the news and searching for a new purpose 
in life, Mark left A&M to seek his fortune in the oilfields around 
Beaumont. Demonstrating the stubbornness and audacity that would 
become well-known hallmarks of his character, Mark not only found 
employment in the oilfield, but he also married his boss’ daughter, 
Gloria Ann Valka – who agreed to marry him on the condition that 
he finish his education. Like most lovestruck men, Mark did as Gloria 
instructed and promptly enrolled in Lamar University.

After graduating from Lamar as a Civil Engineer, Gloria and Mark 
set out to make their own destiny together. First as an employee of 
the Corps of Engineers and later in private practice, Mark used his 
determination and ability to push his career further and faster – 
eventually opening his own business with 100 dollars and Gloria’s 
typewriter in 1978. With a baby at home and one on the way, Mark bet 
it all on his resolve and his grit – and he was committed to not letting 
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that dream fail. Mark, a young upstart, forced himself into the civil 
engineering and land surveying market, where he built a well-known 
and highly regarded brand based on loyalty, integrity and relentless 
pursuit of customer service.

Over the next 40 years, Mark not only built a successful business, but 
he also invested his time heavily in his community. Driven to “leave 
the world better than he found it” Mark gave his time and resources to 
many people and organizations, including the Boy Scouts, the YMBL, 
the FFA/Young Farmers, the City of Lumberton, the City of Beaumont 
and anyone else who needed a hand.  He particularly enjoyed 
supporting the youth livestock auctions.

Mark strongly believed that the best way to be a leader was to serve 
those you lead and to never ask anyone to do anything that you would 
not do yourself. As a result, he could frequently be found standing in a 
flooded street or surveying a concrete pour – often while wearing a suit 
for a meeting later that day. It would give him comfort to know that those 
who knew him now carry on his legacy of bettering our community. The 
world, and each of us, are better for having known Mark.

Mark is survived by his wife, Gloria Whiteley, of Lumberton; children, 
Jason Whiteley and his wife, Jana, of Rye, New York; Adam Whiteley 
and his wife, Cinnamon, of South Riding, Virginia; and Frances Currie 
and her husband, Paul, of Rowlett, Texas; grandchildren, Noah 
Whiteley, Dominik Whiteley, Anastasia Whiteley, Ethan Whiteley, 
Emma Whiteley, Ainsley Currie, and Carter Currie; siblings, Johnnie 
B. Whiteley III and his wife, Sherry, of Hockley, Texas and Jennifer 
Carlton and her husband, Lee, of Groveton, Texas; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his parents.
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Please sign Mr. Whiteley’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Pallbearers 
Jason Whiteley 
Adam Whiteley 

Paul Currie 
Noah Whiteley 

Johnnie Whiteley IV
Brian Carlton 

Interment
Guedry Cemetery

11129 Batson Prairie Loop Road
Batson, Texas 77519

Please join the family for food and fellowship in the hall 
following the burial.

Memorial Contributions
Gloria and Mark Whiteley Agricultural Scholarship

Lumberton Education Foundation
PO Box 8551

Lumberton, Texas 77657


