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Shirley Faye Wheelington 

of Beaumont, 71, loving wife, 
daughter, sister, aunt, and friend, 
passed away Sunday, January 17, 
2021 in Beaumont. She was born 
December 16, 1949 in Silsbee, Texas 
to Clayton E. Glaze, Jr. and the late 
Robbie Lee Glaze.

A beloved educator, Shirley 
began her teaching career at 
West Hardin Elementary where 
she was instrumental in starting 
the kindergarten program. She 
continued her career at Sutherland 

Elementary teaching special education. While teaching at 
Bingman Elementary, Shirley also earned her master’s degree 
in Education. After more than 30 dedicated years serving as an 
educator, she retired from Dishman Elementary in 2001. Her 
husband, Paul, recalls many instances when a young adult would 
approach them and ask if Mrs. Wheelington remembered them 
from kindergarten. Shirley, as the incredible educator that she 
was, always knew who they were, by name. 

In her “spare time”, Shirley and her best friend Casi Harrison 
had a catering business for several years. After retirement, she 
continued serving in the education field by tutoring numerous 
students in her home. Shirley also loved to travel with her husband, 
family and friends.

Although she and her husband had no direct children, Shirley was 
a mother, aunt, and friend to hundreds of children, including her 
nieces and nephews. 

When you walked into Shirley’s house, it always smelled like 
candles. In the mornings, it would take four pieces of burned 
toast to finally get one that was edible. She enjoyed baking sugar 
cookies, pecan pies and cheese dip for family gatherings. She loved 
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shoes and kept them in the original boxes. Shirley collected Boyd’s 
Bears, gnomes, carousels, horses, and owls. She treasured her 
childhood dolls, yet she allowed her nieces to play with them. She 
loved going on shopping trips with her nieces and nephews. They 
fondly recall going to many stores until they found just what they 
wanted. Shirley was known to shop until the stores were closing 
their gates. She loved sporty, fast cars. Nieces and nephews were 
often her traveling companions on numerous vacations. She kept 
candy bars in the fridge to keep them fresh. Delaware Punch, Dr. 
Pepper, Coke and iced tea were some of her favorite beverages. 
Shirley loved going out to eat, especially for Mexican food. She also 
enjoyed going to the movies. She read many books and listened to 
a variety of music. She loved horses and owned an Arabian horse 
named Shumil for many years. 

Shirley’s smile, laugh and good sense of humor will always be 
remembered. She was a good listener for friends and family. She 
was without judgment, but would also let her true thoughts be 
known in a loving way. Due to her unconditional love and patience, 
she was known by many as “Aunt Shirley”. 

Her family includes her husband of 48 years, Paul L Wheelington 
of Beaumont; her dad, Clayton Glaze; sisters, Kathy Wagley and 
husband, Carlin, of Nome, Texas and Kim Perry of Duncan, South 
Carolina; nieces and nephews, Amy Lignell (Scott), Alisa Vasquez, 
Aaron Wagley ( Jodi), Rachael Naegle ( Jordan), Spencer Wagley 
(Cristine), Steven Wagley (Michelle), and Laurie Montes (Aaron). 
Great-nieces and nephews Natalie (Ian), Lily, Joshua, Flynn, Tye, 
Kenadie, Cora, Copper, Fern, Wren, Autumn, Elliot, Penelope, 
Windsor, Fletcher, Akira, Vash, Ashitaka, Asuna, Landon, Olivia, 
Luke, and Caden. Great-great-nephew and niece, Jacen and 
Ember. She is preceded in death by her paternal and maternal 
grandparents; nephew, Michael Wagley; and brother-in-law, 
Thomas Perry.

Her faith in God and devotion reassures her family that we will be 
reunited with her again someday.
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Please sign Mrs. Wheelington’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Graveside Service
Thursday, January 21, 2021   1:00 p.m.

Village Mills Cemetery
Village Mills, Texas
Reverend Trey Behn

Pallbearers
Lane Henderson

Joe Broussard
Aaron Wagley

Spencer Wagley
Steven Wagley

Ian Lignell
Tye Vasquez

Landon Montes
Vernon Hooks

Memorial Contributions
Shirley F. Wheelington Scholarship Fund in Education

Lamar University Foundation
P.O. Box 11500

Beaumont, Texas 77710
www.lamar.edu/give


