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Celebrating the Life of

Steven Wade Cunningham
Thursday, December 23, 2021   11:00 a.m.

First Baptist Church
Fannett, Texas

Pastor Scooter Wenner

“Blessings” 
Rebekah Taber 

Scripture and Prayer

Obituary

Eulogy

“So Will I” 
Melissa Bergeson

Message

A Time of Worship in Song



2

Steve left us suddenly on December 20, 2021, 
like one whose train arrived unexpectedly, 
leaving him no time to say goodbye.  

He was a philosopher, a theologian, an 
astronomer, a deep thinker and a prolific reader.  

Perhaps his greatest joy was in sharing the 
evidence all around us that points to our great 
Creator.  

Steve placed his unwavering faith in the one 
true living God from an early age and never 
looked back.  Rather, he dug deeper, past 
simple faith to unwavering conviction.  

Steve was a senior software developer and a very good one.  He took great pride 
in his work.  

Steve was the idyllic big brother, entertaining his little sisters as they grew and 
jumping in to protect them when needed.  

He met his bride of 27 years while both were in Aggieland and proposed to her 
in song.  

He was a one of a kind, who won’t be replaced but who did leave a high bar and 
challenge for other believers:  to know who it is they have put their faith in and 
live it out continually, when it is convenient and when it is not.  

We are pretty certain that among the first to greet Steve as he arrived in his 
heavenly home was his mother, Norma Anne Schwerdtfeger and his first son, 
William.  

Steve leaves behind for now his wife, Sheila McDaniel Cunningham; his son (who 
is just a smidge taller than dad) Dane; his daughter and Latvian princess, Arina; 
his parents, Larry and Becky Cunningham; five sisters, Cathi Dawn Winkler 
and husband, David; Kathy Spencer and husband, Andy; Lori Chambers-Dawes 
and husband, Neil; Sheri Freemyer and husband, Eric; and Teresa Mitchell and 
husband, John; as well as many cherished nieces and nephews and a handful of 
true (fellow philosopher) friends.  

They each and every one are holding on to the promises of Christ that Steve will 
be more a part of their future than he was of their past.  
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I believe my steps are growing wearier each day
Still I’ve got a journey on my mind
Lures of this old world have ceased to make me want to stay
And my one regret is leaving you behind

If it proves to be his will that I’m the first to go
And some how I’ve a feeling it will be
When it comes time to travel likewise don’t feel lost
For I will be the first one that you’ll see
And I’ll be waiting on the far side banks of Jordan
I’ll be waiting drawing pictures in the sand
And when I see you coming I will rise up with a shout!
And come running through the shallow waters reaching for your hand

And I’ll be waiting on the far side banks of Jordan
I’ll be waiting drawing pictures in the sand
And when I see you coming I will rise up with a shout!
And come running through the shallow waters reaching for your hand

Through this life we’ve labored hard to earn our meager fare
It’s brought us trembling hands and failing eyes
I’ll just rest here on this shore and turn my eyes away
And then you’ll come then we’ll see paradise!

And I’ll be waiting on the far side banks of Jordan
I’ll be waiting drawing pictures in the sand
And when I see you coming I will rise up with a shout!
And come running through the shallow waters reaching for your hand.
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Please sign Mr. Cunningham’s guestbook and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Pallbearers
Stuart Winkler
Elliot Winkler

Andrew Chambers
Peter Freemyer
Luke Freemyer

Benjamin Wilson
Daniel Wilson 

Honorary Pallbearer
Cody Martindale

Graveside Service
Monday, December 27, 2021   11:00 a.m.

Richland Cemetery
641 Southwest County Road 2340

Richland, Texas

Memorial Contributions
First Baptist Church of Fannett Adoption Fund

17019 Highway 124
Beaumont, Texas 77705


