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Celebrating the Life of

Leon Hopson
Thursday, February 22, 2024   1:00 p.m.

First Baptist Church
Hamshire, Texas

Reverend Bruce Stinson

Welcome and Prayer

Thoughts from Friends and Family
Joe Constantine

Message

Prayer
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Leon Hopson was born on August 10, 1950, in Baytown, 
Texas, to Red and Eva Hopson, and, along with his three 
sisters, spent most of his life in Hamshire, America. 
 
Leon grew up in the shadow of the oilfield and, at the early age of 17, 
began his career as a deckhand on oil rigs, both on land and in the Gulf 
of Mexico.  He worked his way through the various rig positions until 
he became a directional driller.  After working with his father and 
on his own for many years, in 2003, Leon joined with two friends to 
create Crescent Directional.  He retired from Crescent in early 2016, 
and devoted himself as a full time resident at his barn, polishing 
his tractors, and harassing his friends, of which there were many. 
 
Leon had many interests, including a lifelong pursuit of  “big bucks” 
and white perch; he raised cattle under the Hop-N-Jay Ranch brand; 
he bought the old E&E Fish Camp in 1996, changed the name to 
Neon Leon’s and ran it until Hurricane Ike changed the landscape; he 
cut and baled hay up until his death, often simply giving it away; and 
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he enjoyed helping others in Hamshire with cutting and baling their 
own hay.  Leon considered time spent on his tractors the best form of 
therapy and had been known to simply sit in the barn and look at them. 
 
Leon loved his community and  supported it in many ways.  He 
was known to contribute anonymously to several local churches.  
He sponsored Little League and Little Dribblers teams, as well as 
youth rodeos.  He was an avid supporter of the Hamshire Volunteer 
Fire Department and loved a good auction.  He supported kids 
at the State Fair livestock auctions and bought several cows, 
even though he didn’t have a field to keep them in. Leon also 
supported his school and remained always faithful to his H-F 
Class of 1968.  There are many individuals in our community who 
benefited from his help throughout the years, some knowingly 
and some anonymously.  Leon simply hated to turn anyone 
away and thought “NO” was one of those four-letter words. 
 
Leon first became a father in 1978, when his son, John, was 
born.  After a small gap of 27 years, his daughter, Chloe, was 
born in 2005 (surprise!!). John and Chloe are his greatest 
achievement and his greatest source of pride and joy. 
 
Leon is preceded in death by his parents, Red & Eva Hopson, 
and his brothers-in-law, Mark East and Freddie Daigle. 
 
Leon is survived by his wife, Michelle; son - John Hopson; daughter 
- Chloe Hopson; sisters - Pam East, Jodi Thewman & Suggie Daigle; 
grandsons -  Keegan Curry, JW Hopson & Ty Hopson; numerous 
nieces & nephews; and countless friends...and we are all blessed for 
having loved and been loved by him.
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The Man in the Barn

Today we closed up that ol barn, parked the truck and hung the keys,
His constant presence gone, leaving the memories.

He was a mama’s boy from the get go, rowdy and tough.
No slack did he cut his sisters,

What came out of his mouth, well.... it was rough.

In that ol barn he’d enjoy a drink or two
A hidden cigarette, well he’d have a few.

Sitting out there, cutting up with his friends, occasionally driving around.
He’d talk about what was on his mind and going on in his small town.

He’d sit there and wait for others to stop and say hello,
His friends were more than you could count on both hands,

And his love for them overflowed. 

Life’s problems were solved in that ol barn
And if the dusty walls could talk

We would all learn
What a giver he was of things, of love and of advice.

Telling it like it was, is how he got through life.

He was a dad, an uncle, a brother, and a husband.
And you just couldn’t help but love him.

So today we closed up that ol barn, parked his truck and hung his keys, 
Leon’s gone but he sure left the memories.

Mary Keating East 
02/19/2024
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Please sign Mr. Hopson’s guest book and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Pallbearers
Eric Day

Justin East
Hagen Daigle
Keegan Curry
JW Hopson
Ty Hopson 

Travis McCall
Braydon Meloncon 

 
Honorary Pallbearers

Robert Sonnier
Hal Smith
Earl Smith

Donnie Colston

All are invited to join the family at a reception in 
the fellowship hall immediately following the service.

Memorial Contributions
First Baptist Church Hamshire

25304 Highway 124
Hamshire, Texas 77622

~
Hamshire Volunteer Fire Department

Attn: Chief
P.O. Box 153

Hamshire, Texas 77622


