
Mass of Christian Burial
Tuesday, April 23, 2024   11:00 a.m.

St. Anne Catholic Church 
Beaumont, Texas 

 Jeanelda Denmark Darling
June 26, 1927 - April 17, 2024

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28–30
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Processional    “Here I Am, Lord” BB #389

 GATHERING RITE

GREETING AND BLESSING OF THE BODY
As a reminder of Jeanelda’s Baptism, her casket has been sprinkled with 
Baptismal water. Then, a pall, recalling the white garment of her Baptism, 
is placed on the casket. 
“If we have died with Christ, we are also to live with Christ in glory.”

Opening Prayer

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading Isaiah 25:1, 6-9                                      

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 23
 Response:  “Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 
   beyond my fears, from death into life.

Second Reading Romans 14:7-9, 10b-12                                  

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Reading John 14:1-6

Homily 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 Response: “Lord, hear our prayer.”
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Preparation of the Gifts “Day by Day”

Eucharistic Acclamations Holy, Holy, Holy
 Mystery of Faith
 Great Amen

Communion Rite  The Lord’s Prayer
 Sign of Peace
 Lamb of God

Communion   “Beautiful Saviour” BB #201

 
Prayer After Communion

FINAL COMMENDATION

Invitation of Prayer

Song of Farewell:
PRESIDER: Saints of God, come to her aid. Hasten to meet her angels
  of the Lord.
ASSEMBLY: RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER: May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself, and may 
  the angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.
ASSEMBLY: RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER: Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light  
  shine upon her.
ASSEMBLY: RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

Prayer of Commendation

PROCESSION TO PLACE OF COMMITTAL
Recessional   “Songs of the Angels”
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Jeanelda Denmark Darling was born June 26, 1927, and passed away 
peacefully, at home, surrounded by loved ones, on April 17, 2024, at the 
age of 96.  Jeanelda was born and raised in New Braunfels, Texas and was 
the daughter of Jesse V. and Lillian Marion Denmark.  After graduation 
from New Braunfels High School in 1945, she attended the University 
of Texas at Austin, where she studied costume design.  Jeanelda married 
her high school sweetheart Jack Elliott Darling in 1948 and worked in 
the administration offices for Austin Public Schools until Jack graduated 
from the University in 1950.  After his graduation they moved to 
Beaumont, where he worked in radio broadcasting for a time and then 
had a long career in banking. Jeanelda worked for an engineering firm 
until beginning their family in 1952.  Jeanelda and Jack were married for 
59 years.  

Jeanelda generously gave of her time as a volunteer at her children’s 
schools.  She was also a Camp Fire leader and for a number of years, 
served as a Group Leader for the Beaumont Camp Fire Council.  She was 
a longtime member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, which she and Jack 
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joined in 1950, until it’s closing in 2015.  She was active on the Altar 
Guild and served as Bethlehem Lutheran’s Church Secretary from 1979 
until her retirement in 1989.  She became a member of St. Anne Catholic 
Church in April 2016.

Jeanelda loved spending summers at the beach, fishing and crabbing.  
She enjoyed neighborhood parties, reading, and her crossword puzzles. 
Jeanelda loved sports, especially college football. She rooted not only 
for the University of Texas, but all of her grandchildren’s alma maters.  
She was an accomplished seamstress and sewed beautiful dresses for 
herself, recital costumes, Halloween costumes, school clothes and Barbie 
clothes for the children.  In their retirement, Jack and Jeanelda enjoyed 
going on road trips to see the country, visiting Civil War battlefields and 
museums.  They also enjoyed traveling to visit their growing family and 
eight grandchildren.  In her later years, she especially loved spending 
time with her great-grandchildren.  Her face would light up when they 
ran into the house to give great-grandma a hug.  

She was preceded in death by her husband Jack; her parents; brother, V. J. 
Denmark; sister, Janice Denmark Preiss; sons-in-law, Steve Wilson, and 
Ross Hill; and brother-in-law, Frank Edmondson.  

She is survived by her four children and their spouses, Ellen Darling 
Wilson of Austin; Susan Darling Hill of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Catherine 
Darling Bigler and husband, Kyle of Georgetown; Bill C. Darling and 
wife, Crissy Petkovsek Darling of Beaumont; eight grandchildren, Lauren 
Wilson (Steven Palm); Kyle Wilson; Caitlin Hill; Elizabeth Bigler Hahn 
(Jared); Emily Darling Wilson (Brock); Caroline Bigler Dolan (Alex); 
Will Darling (Allison); and John Darling (fiancé Caroline Wied); five 
great-grandchildren, Lexi Laughlin, Hugh Wilson, Jack and Hudson 
Hahn, Charlie Dolan, and one on the way (a new baby Darling); sister, 
Lou Denmark Edmondson; brother-in-law, Elwood Preiss; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.  

Jeanelda’s family would like to thank the wonderful people in her life 
that loved her and looked after her; her Honeysuckle family: The Boods, 
Crutchfields, Stockerts, Arringtons, and many others; her wonderful 
Doctor Pranav Bhatt and his staff who took such loving care of her for 
years; and her kind and loving caregivers, Brenda Leday, Alice Thomas, 
Shirley Fentroy, and Estella Valdez.
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Fifty-Nine Years of Happiness
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Celebrant  Reverend D. Stephen McCrate
Deacons of the Mass Ben Yett and Joe Scheurich 
Placing of the Pall  Lauren Janelle Wilson, Caitlin Lillian Hill  
   Elizabeth Bigler Hahn, Emily Darling Wilson
   Caroline Darling Dolan, Lexi Nicole Laughlin 
Gift Bearers  Allison Hawa Darling and Caroline Marie Wied
Lectors                        Elizabeth Hahn and John Darling   
Organist  Dr. Scott Feldhausen    
Cantor   Debra Greschner  
Pallbearers  Kyle David Wilson, William Charles Darling, Jr. 
   John Thomas Darling, Alexander Justin Dolan 
   Jared Dean Hahn, Brock Wayne Wilson
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please sign Mrs. Darling’s guest book and share your memories at 
broussards1889.com

Memorial Contributions
Nutrition and Services for Seniors (Meals on Wheels)

4590 Concord Road
Beaumont, Texas 77703

Interment
Forest Lawn Memorial Park

4955 Pine Street

Following the Mass, family and friends are invited
to a reception at St. Anne’s Parish Hall.


