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August 7, 1929 - August 9, 2024
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Processional 			   “Here I Am, Lord” BB #389

 GATHERING RITE

GREETING AND BLESSING OF THE BODY
As a reminder of Claire’s Baptism, her casket has been sprinkled with 
Baptismal water. Then, a pall, recalling the white garment of her Baptism, 
is placed on the casket. 
“If we have died with Christ, we are also to live with Christ in glory.”

Opening Prayer

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading	 Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9                                      

Responsorial Psalm		  Psalm 23
Response: “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”

Second Reading	 Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7                                  

Gospel Acclamation	

Gospel Reading	 John 11:17-27

Homily	

Prayer of the Faithful	
	 Response: “Lord, hear our prayer.”
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Preparation of the Gifts	 “Ave Maria”

Eucharistic Acclamations	 Holy, Holy, Holy
	 Mystery of Faith
	 Great Amen

Communion Rite 	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Sign of Peace
	 Lamb of God

Communion			   “Beautiful Savior” BB #201

Meditation
 

Prayer After Communion

FINAL COMMENDATION

Invitation of Prayer

Song of Farewell:
PRESIDER:	 Saints of God, come to her aid. Hasten to meet her angels
		  of the Lord.
ASSEMBLY:	RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
		  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER:	 May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself, and may 
		  the angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.
ASSEMBLY:	RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
		  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER:	 Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light  
		  shine upon her.
ASSEMBLY:	RECEIVE HER SOUL AND PRESENT HER TO  
		  GOD THE MOST HIGH.

Prayer of Commendation

PROCESSION TO PLACE OF COMMITTAL
Recessional			   “Songs of the Angels”
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Claire Elizabeth Brechtel Collier 
passed away peacefully Friday, 
August 9, 2024, after a long, 
courageous battle with dementia. 
She was 95. 

Born on August 7, 1929, Claire was 
raised in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
She graduated from St. Joseph 
Academy and received a scholarship 
to attend Ursuline College in New 
Orleans. At Ursuline, she was 
involved in many college activities, 
and was salutatorian of the 1950 
graduating class. She made and 
cherished life-long friendships with 

her classmates at St. Joseph and Ursuline. Her friends at St. Joseph called 
themselves the “Nicks,” and each one had their own nickname. Claire 
was affectionately known as “Ibby,” a name which childhood friends 
called her throughout her life.

In 1950, she married the love of her life, Robert Thomas “Bob” Collier.  
They were married for 64 years and had five children. While raising a 
family in Baton Rouge, she worked for the Welfare department.

In 1964, the family moved to Beaumont, Texas, when her husband 
was transferred by his employer, Gulf States Utilities. Claire became a 
member of St. Anne Catholic church where she faithfully attended Mass 
with her five children.  She would later become a member of the St. Anne 
choir. 

Not long after the move to Beaumont, Claire became socially connected, 
which was the case everywhere she went. Playing bridge was at the top. 
Claire was an avid bridge player and enjoyed “bridge club” with her 
friends for well over fifty years. Even as her memory loss progressed, 
she managed an occasional bridge game. To silence concerns over 
her memory, Claire often boasted that she was still the bridge game 
scorekeeper.
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Claire’s love of children inspired us all. She had five children and was 
blessed with fourteen grandchildren, and twenty-one great-grandchildren. 
This same love for children led Claire to work with the newly-organized 
Head Start program in Beaumont, first as a social worker, and then as the 
Director, a position she held for 27 years until she retired in 1994. Early 
childhood development was, and always would be, her signature passion 
in life.  

After retirement, Claire enjoyed traveling with her husband and visits to 
see grandchildren. She remained active in the St. Anne choir and other 
church activities well beyond retirement.

Claire was preceded in death by her husband, Bob Collier; her son, 
Tommy Collier; her grandson, Ty Womble; her father, Frederick Brechtel; 
her mother, Elmira Brechtel; her sister, Jean Brechtel Faircloth; and her 
brother, Frederick Brechtel.

She is survived by her daughters, Lynne Womble (Bob), Anne Addcox 
(Jim), Jane Moorman (Craig); and her son, Scott Collier (Lisa); along 
with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Celebrant		  Reverend D. Stephen McCrate	
Placing of the Pall 	 Lynne Womble, Anne Addcox
			   Jane Moorman, Scott Collier	
Gift Bearers		  Scott Collier, Lisa Collier, Victoria Claire Collier
Lectors		  Hannah Addcox Miller, Victoria Claire Collier
			   Luke Womble, Rachel Lott
Organist		  Dr. Scott Feldhausen
Altar Server		  Marguerite Elizabeth Collier 
Cantors		  Debra Greschner, St. Anne Adult Choir	
Pallbearers		  Ethan Womble, Luke Womble, Bret Jacobson 
			   Kyle Addcox, Mike Miller, Justin Payne, Andy Lott 
Honorary Pallbearer	 Stephen Addcox	
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please sign Mrs. Collier’s guest book and share your memories at 
broussards1889.com

Interment
Forest Lawn Memorial Park

Beaumont, Texas 

Memorial Contributions
St. Anne Catholic Church

2715 Calder Avenue
Beaumont, Texas 77702

~
St. Joseph’s Academy
3015 Broussard Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
~

An Organization of One’s Choice


