
John F. Carpenter
August 30, 1945 - November 6, 2024



1

Celebrating the Life of
John F. Carpenter

Wednesday, November 13, 2024   5:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church

Sour Lake, Texas

“Yellow Rose of Texas”
by Mitch Miller

Opening Prayer
Brother Tony Thornton

Speaker
Carol Winkel (His Sister)

“Red River Valley”
by Marty Robbins

Speakers
Amber, Hunter, and Travis (His Children)

“Big Bad John” 
by Jimmy Dean

Psalm 91:1-2
Gianna and Caroline (His Granddaughters)

Speaker
Ann Carpenter

“Peace in the Valley”
by Ray Price

Message and Closing Prayer
Brother Bill Fabriguze

Recessional Song
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John Frank Carpenter, 79, a lifelong, 4th 
generation resident of Sour Lake, passed 
away peacefully at his home Wednesday, 
November 6, 2024, surrounded by his 
family. John was born the first of three 
children on August 30, 1945, to parents 
Frank and Louise Carpenter. 

John’s early years were spent growing up 
in Sour Lake until his father relocated to 
Austin to serve as a member of the Texas 
House of Representatives. But John came 
back to Sour Lake at every available 
opportunity. At 16, after receiving his 

driver’s license, he quickly developed a fascination for horsepower, 
a love of speed and a reputation with the highway patrol.  He began 
building and racing the “crowd pleasing, wheel standing, Willy’s 
Charger” around the state in his late teens.  John’s passion for cars 
lead him to acquire and begin operating a car dealership, Sour Lake 
Motor Company in 1967 selling new Chrysler and Plymouth cars. 
Hemi engines weren’t the only thing that captured his heart, he soon 
married his hometown sweetheart, and love of his life, Anna Louise 
Hamman and began a family of his own. Over the years John added 
Dodge, Jeep, Chevrolet and Ford to his growing dealership and turned 
it into a thriving business. John loved to hunt, fish, drive fast, and was 
an avid bowler. He was known to be a loyal friend, a man of his word 
and a respected businessman. John also holds the prestigious title of 
Sour Lake Lion’s Club’s most senior member, serving continuously 
for 53 years.

Survivors include his wife, Ann Carpenter; children, Amber 
Louise Carpenter Tortorice and her husband, Jake III; John Hunter 
Carpenter and his wife, Stormi; and Travis James Carpenter, all 
of Sour Lake; grandchildren, Gianna Tortorice, Jake Tortorice IV, 
Caroline Carpenter, and Colt Carpenter, all of Sour Lake; and Cooper 
Carpenter of Destin, Florida; and sisters, Carol Carpenter Winkel of 
Austin and Barbara Carpenter Gibson and her husband, Carles, of 
Midland. 

He is preceded in death by his parents and his brother-in-law, James 
“Jamie” Winkel. 
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Psalm 91:1-2

He that dwellth in the secret place 

of the most High shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty.  

I will say of the Lord, 

He is my refuge and my fortress: 

my God: in Him will I trust. 



Please sign Mr. Carpenter's guest book and share your memories at 
broussards1889.com

Pallbearer
Gordon Nunnally

Committal
Broussard's Crematorium

Beaumont, Texas

Memorial Contributions
Sour Lake Volunteer Fire Department

711 6th Street
Sour Lake, Texas 77659

~ 
First Baptist Church

P.O. Box 537
Sour Lake, Texas 77659


