
We believe that all the ties of friendship 
and affection which knit us as one

throughout our lives do not unravel with death.
+

BRADFORD KEITH DOWNS, SR.
February 11, 1955    +     January 3, 2025
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GATHERING RITE

GREETING AND BLESSING OF THE BODY
As a reminder of Brad’s Baptism, his urn has been sprinkled with 
Baptismal water. Then, a pall, recalling the white garment of his Baptism, 
is placed on the urn.
“If we have died with Christ, we are also to live with Christ in glory.”

Processional			    “Be Not Afraid”
				    We Celebrate #879

Opening Prayer

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading	 Wisdom 3:1-9

Responsorial Psalm 		  Psalm #130
Response: “I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word.”

Second Reading	 Romans 6:3-9

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading	 John 6:37-40

Homily

Prayer of the Faithful
Response: “Lord, hear our prayer.”

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Preparation of the Gifts	 “All That We Have”

Eucharistic Acclamations 	 Holy, Holy, Holy
	 Mystery of Faith

	 Great Amen
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Communion Rite	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Sign of Peace
	 Lamb of God

Communion	 “Give Me Jesus” by Upperroom
	 Performed & sung by: Bradford & Mary Grace Downs
Meditation	 “I Have Finished the Race”
	 by Hannah Schaefer & Francesca LaRosa
	 Sung by: Tori Clark

Prayer After Communion

FINAL COMMENDATION
Invitation of Prayer

Song of Farewell:

PRESIDER:	 Saints of God, come to his aid. Hasten to meet him, 	
	 angels of the Lord.
ASSEMBLY: 	 RECEIVE HIS SOUL AND PRESENT HIM TO 	
	 GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER:	 May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself, and 	
	 may the angels lead you to the  bosom of Abraham.
ASSEMBLY:	 RECEIVE HIS SOUL AND PRESENT 		
	 HIM TO GOD THE MOST HIGH.

PRESIDER:	 Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 		
	 perpetual light shine upon him.

ASSEMBLY: 	 RECEIVE HIS SOUL AND PRESENT HIM TO 	
	 GOD THE MOST HIGH.

Prayer of Commendation

PROCESSION TO PLACE OF COMMITTAL
Recessional			   “On Eagle’s Wings”
				    We Celebrate #891
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Bradford Keith Downs, Sr., 69, of Vidor, passed into eternal life Friday, 
January 3, 2025. He was born on February 11, 1955, in Beaumont, to 
JoAnn Dorsey and James Edgar Downs, Sr.

Brad was a strong, resilient leader and protector from a very young 
age. He met the love of his life and soul mate, Clara, at the age of 14 
and began writing a life story that would end up changing generations to 
come. Brad poured all he had into Clara and his family. He learned the 
craft of plumbing from his father and became a master plumber early in 
his career. This led to him establishing his own plumbing company that 
lasted over 40 years. His mission was to ensure that his family would 
have the best life possible, and that would not come easy. He was never 
afraid of hard work and loved his family more than anything.  He was 
known as an honest, generous, and smart worker who never cut corners 
and always did things “the right way”. His examples of selflessness were 
inspiring to so many people. He was an entrepreneur. In addition to B&B 
Plumbing, he also owned a concrete company, a screen-printing company, 
and bought and sold heavy equipment. For the last 30 years, Brad and 
Clara became respected home builders who have touched so many lives.



4

Brad was a faithful and devoted Catholic. He loved spending time with 
his family at the beach fishing, playing games, and people watching on 
the deck of his beach house. Brad was known to his family as Papa. Papa 
was a fixer. There was nothing that Papa couldn’t fix. Papa loved teaching 
his kids and grandkids about anything and everything.  Nothing made 
him happier than seeing his grandkids growing into strong, faithful, and 
talented young adults. 

Survivors include his wife, Clara Danna Downs, of Vidor; children, 
Bradford Keith Downs, Jr. and his wife, Ginger, of Mont Belvieu; Latisha 
Downs Sodolak and her husband, Chad, of Vidor; and Brook Downs 
Mahan of Vidor; grandchildren, Bradford Keith Downs III and his wife, 
Mary Grace; Victoria Clark and her husband, Zach; Rebecca Duplissey 
and her husband, Matthew; Luke Sodolak; Noah Sodolak; Lily Sodolak; 
Sam Mahan; Max Mahan; and Jud Mahan; great-grandchildren, Bradford 
IV, Gianna, Ellie, and Jude; siblings, Jeff Downs, Regina Lee, Angela 
Blalock and Tyrone Downs; and numerous extended family members and 
friends throughout the years. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, James Edgar Downs, Jr.



5

Simply the Best
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Justavacation
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When a man loves a woman
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Dee-Dicka-Dicka-Doo



9 Throw ‘em in the box
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Butter’s on the table
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Happy birthday to you.
Happy birthday to you.

Happy birthday. Happy birthday.
Happy birthday to you.
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“It is what it is ”



Please sign Mr. Downs’ guest book and share your memories at 
broussards1889.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Celebrant & Homilist:	 Very Reverend Steven L. Leger
Con-Celebrants:	 Reverend Ross Waggoner & Reverend Rodel Faller
Deacon of the Mass:	 Chris Sherman
Placing of Pall:	 Max Mahan, Sam Mahan
Lectors:	 Luke Sodolak, Noah Sodolak, Bradford Downs, III
Gift Bearers:	 Lily Sodolak, Jud Mahan, Rebecca Duplissey
Eucharistic Ministers:	 Celebrants of the Mass, Deacon Chris Sherman
Music Ministers:	 Bradford and Mary Grace Downs, Tori Clark
	 Wanda Lott, Denise Truncale
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Saint Jude Thaddeus Catholic Community
Beaumont, Texas – January 11, 2025

+
Private Committal
Magnolia Cemetery

Beaumont, Texas
+

Committal
Broussard’s Crematorium

Beaumont, Texas
+

Memorial Contributions
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

501 St. Jude Place
Memphis, Tennessee 38105

+
 “Never let anything so fill you with sorrow that

you forget the joy of the resurrection.” 
Mother Teresa

The family of Bradford Keith Downs, Sr. invites you to join them in the 
Family Life Center for food and fellowship following the service.


